
  Jetstar.com  127

Lights, camera, rock
On board this month, watch some of Australia’s most exciting 

up-and-coming musicians and filmmakers in action 

w o r d s  K r y s i a  B o n K o w s K i  •  p h o t o s  p h i l  E r b a c h E r

E n t E r t a i n m E n tIn the know

N I D A  A N D  T r I p l e  J  have joined forces 
to give Australian talent their turn in 
the spotlight.

Every year since 2009, teams of 
talented National Institute of Dramatic 
Art (NIDA) directing, design and 
production students are challenged to 
write, shoot and edit a music video, 
all with a budget of just $200. Each 
team is matched with an artist scooped 
from the Triple J Unearthed pool in a 
national competition. 

Shannon Busch, the voice behind 
WILSN, shot to prominence after 
supporting legendary singer Charles 
Bradley in April this year. Her second 
single Walking for Days was one 
of the winning tracks for the NIDA 
Unearthed competition. 

While filming at NIDA’s Sydney 
studios, Shannon was impressed by the 

complicated filmmaking process. “I’ve 
never been on a set like that before so 
I’d never been able to see how much 
work goes into it behind the scenes,” 
she says. “Turns out it’s a lot!” 

“It’s pretty amazing what they 
managed to do in so little time,” 
Shannon says of the futuristic clip the 
team created. 

Overseeing the production was 
director Priscilla Jackman, a NIDA 
Master of Fine Arts student. With the 
tight budget and timeline, the whole 
process was “a baptism by fire in many 
ways”, Priscilla admits. At the end of 
the day however, the pressure made 
the outcome more satisfying. “The two-
day shoot when we were all creating 
together in the one place felt really 
special,” she says. “And I feel it comes 
across in the video clip.”

The NIDA and Triple J Unearthed 
project gives budding filmographers 
hands-on experience with directing, 
budgeting and planning. Emerging 
artists gain insight into a crucial 
element of the mainstream music 
industry, and are left with a polished 
video to boot.  
Both learn invaluable lessons 
about working professionally with 
creatives in other disciplines. “Deep 
collaboration is at the heart of both 
theatre and film,” explains Priscilla. 
“I’ve walked away from this project 
with some of the most important 
relationships and lessons learned 

during my time at NIDA.”  

See all the winning clips, including 
WILSN’s Walking for Days, on 
Jetstar’s Inflight Entertainment.

b E h i n d  t h E 
c a m E r a s

On set with WILSN 
and the team from  

NIDA
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